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" ih« day has come when we .-an combine sensory deprivation with {lie use of 
drugs, hypnosis and the astute manipulation of reward and punishment to .»ain al- 
most absolute control over nr. individual' 3 behavior. We want to reshape our soc- 
iety drastically, so that all of us will be trained from birth to want to do what soc- 
iety wants us to do. Today' s behavioral psychologist, are the architects and engin- 
eers who are shaping the Drive New World of Tomorrow. " 

-- Professor James V. McConnell 
Dept, of Mental Health Research 
University of Michigan, Ann Arbor 
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jg "There is presently for prisoners in 

jji prisons throughout the U. S. , both state 
IS and federal, a new kind of warfare and de- 
humanisation. For prisoners it is a pre- 
l| sent terror, for (hour on the outride it is 
Si a threat. " These arc the words of a fed- 
rril prisoner speaking of the terrorist 
t;irtic* of our prison officials as the prac- 
tier of behavior niodi/ii/.cior. in prison* be- 
i i increasingly mure common, 

d 

i Since the e.ifl. sMiex, federal and 

tj state forreitionn department* have been 
,* >nves!ii.atini{ wav, tc modify the b<-h.i\lor 
3 J of prisoners who prrseut any sort of 
.1 threat to the order of prison life. As pri- 
•J sor.ers have become increasingly political- 
;i iy aware and developed a history of mit- 
4 tance to the Oppression which stifles them 
|| every day. prison authorities have found 
s it "necessary" to provide facilities for 
1! "aggressive and manipulative prisoners who 
j are resistive to authority. " (The quotes 
j ere taken from the outline of Project 
1 START, a behavior modification project of 
| the Springfield, Mo. Federal Prison). 

| The ha sic philosophy guiding these 

behavioral projects i* well expressed by 
| Dr. Edgar Schein (associate professor at 
MIT) and a behavior modification enthu- 
siast. Schein explains: "My basic argu- 
ment fa this: in order to produce marked 
change of behavior and/or attitude, it is 
necessary to weaken, undermine, or re- 
move !i.e supports to the old pattern, of 
behavior and the old .t! duties. " This may 
he done "either by removing the individual 
physically and preventing any romiruimca- 
::cn with those whom he cares about, or hy 
proving to him that those whom he respects 
are not worthy of it sol, indeed, should be 
actively misi rusted. " 

Some of the tec l.niqm-* which Schein 
'•"i;!!®d» for the prisons of this country in- 
clude: "social disorganization and the 
creation of mutual mbit rust" achieved by' 
".pyinjc on the men an.1 >••• porting back pri- 
vate material"; "tricking men Into written 
statements" which are then shown toothers 
with the object being “to convince most 
men they could trust no one"; "undermin- 
ln.t ties to home by the systematic wilh- 



Of the new. "sophisticated" tech- 
niques of dealing with “trouble some” pri- 
soners. one of she most widely used meth- 
ods of modifying behavior and breaking the 
prisoner’s spirit has been "drug assaults;' 
Prison officials, with the help of psychia- 
trists and drug companies (Updike, Squibb 
and LederJe Lab,) have been experiment- 
ing for .-.everM year* to find * v/s to nst-d- 
ify behavior through the use of powerful 
and dangerous drug*. One Hitch powerful 
drug ia Prolixin, a drug which has been 
used in prison,; <tnch a, Vacaville. Calif. ; 
Patnxtent, Md. ; and the fllinm* Security 
Hospital for several year,. Prolixin is a 
more powerful i ouoterpart of thora/Ine 
and is a rfepre i*:mc which- lingers in effect 
for two weeks. According to its manufac- 
turer, K. K. .'vjiiilih, Prolixin is a "highly 
potent behavior modifier with a markedly 
extended duration of effect. " Side effects 
include; "the tndtn tion of a * catatonic - 
like state,' nausea , loss of appetite, head- 
ache. constipation, blurred vision, glau- 
coma. bladder paralysis, impoteucy . liver 
damage, hypotension severe enough to 
cau.-.e fatal cardiac arrest. " It can also 
lead to a persistent patsy-like disorder. 

On top of this, "the symptom* persist af- 
ter drug withdrawal, and in some patient* 
appear to lie irreversible,. " 






holding c£ mail" plus the segregation of 
natural leaders, and the physical r-moval 
of prisoners !o isolated areas *0 as to 
break of weaken close emotional ties. 



sue f.il and prisoners have continued to 
re.-ist this treatment a, car. be seen in the 
uprisings :.t Attic n , Leavenworth, McAles- 
ler, etc. Since the technique of out-right 
physical brutality has failed to modify be- 
havior. cor.-v.-ciona departments have be- 
come much more sophisticated in their 
brutality and turned to psychology and psy- 
chiatry to solve the problems of the "non- 
cooperative" or "anti- social" prisoner. 
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An even snore frig'iteniug drug is 
Anct tine, a derivative of the South Ameri- 
can arrow. tip p.jlaon, curare. When An-. 
c< line is injected into a person in a con- 
s- ions 3«ate, it down heartbeat, cause, 
respiratory arrest and will make the sub- 
ject feel .is if hr/*he is dying. Dr. Arthur- 
Nugent, chief psychiatrist at Vacaville pri-, 
»on, say s that Anec tine induce* "senna- ' 
tion, of suffocatlo.i and drowning. " The 
subject experiences feeling** of deep horror 
and terror, "as though he were on the 
brink of death. " Nugent claims, "Even ; 
the toughest inmates have come to fear and, 
hate the drug. I don't blame them, l 
wouldrs' l have one treatment for the world, 
i’ in .*! a loss 4* to why everybody* a upset 
over this. " 

That these drugs produce the ability ' 
Jo alter an individual' * "behavior" is eas- , 
i!y *e«.-n. Both of these drug* (examples off 
j»,t two of »ns'iv such drug* axed in pri- 
son "«■.-> pr riti.-e.tat bn") reduce the prison- 
er to a vegetable and make the prisoner 
unable to think clearly or react with emo- 
tion. Because of the vaincrablc frame of 1 
mind that the prisoner is placed in while 
under jach treatment, the prisoner is Chen 
scolded for his behavior and told to shape 
up or he/she will be given further dose* 
of the drug,. The spirit of the prisoner 
is so drastically broken cl. at the prison 
psychiatrist Chen is able to control a per- 
son who will be more readily amenable to 
behavior conditioning. 




